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normal usage of the life preserver. All
components used in the construction of
a life preserver must meet the applica-
ble requirements of subpart 164.019 of
the chapter.

(b) A life preserver must be capable
of supporting a minimum of 22 pounds
in fresh water for 48 hours.

(c) Life preservers which depend upon
loose or granulated material for buoy-
ancy are prohibited.

(d) A life preserver must be:

(1) Simple in design;

(2) Capable of being:

(i) Worn inside-out,

(ii) worn clearly in only one way, or

(iii) Donned correctly without dem-
onstration, instructions, or assistance
by at least 75 percent of persons unfa-
miliar with the design; and

(3) Capable of being quickly adjusted
for a secure fit to the body of wearers
for which it is intended.

(e) A life preserver shall support the
wearer in the water in an upright or
slightly backward position, and shall
provide support to the head so that the
face of an unconscious or exhausted
person is held above the water.

(f) A life preserver shall be capable of
turning the wearer, upon entering the
water, to a safe flotation position as
described in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion.

(g) A life preserver shall not be ap-
preciably deteriorated or rendered un-
able to perform its intended function
by common oils or oil products.

(h) A life preserver shall be of a high-
ly visible color, such as Indian Orange,
International Orange, or Scarlet
Munsell Red.

(i) A life preserver shall be of such
construction, materials, and workman-
ship as to be at least equivalent to a
standard type life preserver described
in detail by other subparts in this part.

(j) Each thread in a life preserver reg-
ulated under subparts 160.002, 160.005
and 160.055 of this part must meet the
requirements of a Federal or military
specification in table 164.023-5(a) of this
chapter. Only one kind of thread may
be used in each seam.

[CGFR 66-33, 31 FR 15297, Dec. 6, 1966, as
amended by CGD 78-012, 43 FR 27152, June 22,
1978; CGD 78-174b, 54 FR 50320, Dec. 5, 1989;
CGD 84-068, 58 FR 29493, May 20, 1993; CGD 95—
028, 62 FR 51209, Sept. 30, 1997]
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§160.001-3 Procedure for approval.

(a) General. Designs of life preservers
are approved only by the Commandant,
U.S. Coast Guard. Manufacturers seek-
ing approval of a life preserver design
shall follow the procedures of this sec-
tion and subpart 159.005 of this chapter.

(b) Bach application for approval of a
life preserver must contain the infor-
mation specified in §159.005-5 of this
chapter. The application and, except as
provided in paragraphs (c) and (d)(2) of
this section, a prototype life preserver
must be submitted to the Commandant
for preapproval review. If a similar de-
sign has already been approved, the
Commandant may waive the
preapproval review under §§159.005-5
and 159.005-7 of this chapter.

(c) If the life preserver is of a stand-
ard design, as described by subpart
160.002, 160.005, or 160.055, the applica-
tion:

(1) Must include the following: A
statement of any exceptions to the
standard plans and specifications, in-
cluding drawings, product description,
construction specifications, and/or bill
of materials.

(2) Need not include: The information
specified in §159.005-5(a)(2).

(d) If the life preserver is of a non-
standard design, the application must
include the following:

(1) Plans and specifications con-
taining the information required by
§159.005-12 of this chapter, including
drawings, product description, con-
struction specifications, and bill of ma-
terials.

(2) The information specified in
§159.005-5(a)(2) (i) through (iii) of this
chapter, except that, if preapproval re-
view has been waived, the manufac-
turer is not required to send a proto-
type PFD sample to the Commandant.

(3) Performance testing results of the
design performed by an independent
laboratory, that has a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Coast Guard
under §159.010-7 of this subchapter cov-
ering the in-water testing of personal
flotation devices, showing equivalence
to the standard design’s performance in
all material respects.

(4) The Approval Type sought (Type I
or Type V).

(5) Any special purpose(s) for which
the life preserver is designed and the



Coast Guard, DHS

vessel(s) or vessel type(s) on which its
use is intended.

(6) Buoyancy and other relevant tol-
erances to be complied with during pro-
duction.

(7) The text of any optional marking
to be included on the life preserver in
addition to the markings required by
the applicable approval subpart.

(8) For any conditionally approved
life preserver, the intended approval
condition(s).

(e) The description of quality control
procedures required by §159.005-9 of
this chapter may be omitted if the
manufacturer’s planned quality control
procedures meet the requirements of
those accepted by the Commandant for
the independent laboratory performing
production inspections and tests.

(f) Waiver of tests. A manufacturer
may request that the Commandant
waive any test prescribed for approval
under the applicable subpart. To re-
quest a waiver, the manufacturer must
submit to the Commandant and the
laboratory described in §159.010, one of
the following:

(1) Satisfactory test results on a PFD
of sufficiently similar design as deter-
mined by the Commandant.

(2) Engineering analysis dem-
onstrating that the test for which a
waiver is requested is not appropriate
for the particular design submitted for
approval or that, because of its design
or construction, it is not possible for
the PFD to fail that test.

[CGD 95-028, 62 FR 51209, Sept. 30, 1997]

§160.001-5 Production oversight.

(a) General. Production tests and in-
spections must be conducted in accord-
ance with this section, subpart 159.007
of this chapter, and if conducted by an
independent laboratory, the inde-
pendent laboratory’s procedures for
production inspections and tests as ac-
cepted by the Commandant. The Com-
mandant may prescribe additional pro-
duction tests and inspections necessary
to maintain quality control and to
monitor compliance with the require-
ments of this subchapter.

(b) Owversight. In addition to respon-
sibilities set out in part 159 of this
chapter and the accepted laboratory
procedures for production inspections
and tests, each manufacturer of a life
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preserver and each laboratory inspec-
tor shall comply with the following, as
applicable:

(1) Manufacturer. Each manufacturer
must—

(i) Perform all tests and examina-
tions necessary to show compliance
with this subpart and subpart under
which the life preserver is approved on
each lot before any inspector’s tests
and inspection of the lot;

(ii) Follow established procedures for
maintaining quality control of the ma-
terials used, manufacturing operations,
and the finished product; and

(iii) Allow an inspector to take sam-
ples of completed units or of compo-
nent materials for tests required by
this subpart and for tests relating to
the safety of the design.

(2) Laboratory. An inspector from the
accepted laboratory shall oversee pro-
duction in accordance with the labora-
tory’s procedures for production in-
spections and tests accepted by the
Commandant. During production over-
sight, the inspector shall not perform
or supervise any production test or in-
spection unless—

(i) The manufacturer has a valid ap-
proval certificate; and

(ii) The inspector has first observed
the manufacturer’s production meth-
ods and any revisions to those meth-
ods.

(3) At least quarterly, the inspector
shall check the manufacturer’s compli-
ance with the company’s quality con-
trol procedures, examine the manufac-
turer’s required records, and observe
the manufacturer perform each of the
required production tests.

(c) Test facilities. The manufacturer
shall provide a suitable place and appa-
ratus for conducting the tests and in-
spections necessary to determine com-
pliance of life preservers with this sub-
part. The manufacturer shall provide
means to secure any test that is not
continuously observed, such as the 48
hour buoyancy test. The manufacturer
must have the calibration of all test
equipment checked in accordance with
the test equipment manufacturer’s rec-
ommendation and interval but not less
than at least once every year.

(d) Lots. A lot may not consist of
more than 1000 life preservers. A lot
number must be assigned to each group



